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(Duluth, Minn. Sept. 25, 2014) – The record-breaking summer solstice flood of 2012 damaged 
many of Duluth’s 42 creeks and rivers and adjoining trails and bridges. The Miller Creek 
Interpretative Trail on the Lake Superior College campus was one of them. Both bridges 
spanning the creek were washed downstream and stream-monitoring equipment was 
destroyed.  
 
A formal reopening of the Miller Creek Interpretative Trail will be held on Wed., Oct. 1 at  
1:00 p.m. at the trailhead sign on the Lake Superior College campus.  The public is welcome 
to attend with free parking available in the west lot. 
 
Since the 2012 flood, LSC faculty, staff, students and the Duluth community have pitched in to 
repair the damage done to this designated trout stream. The trail bridges were re-designed 
by Larry Sampson from the Superior Hiking Trail Association and located to new 
crossings. Volunteers, including LSC Fire Technology students, helped with bridge 
construction, installation and creating additional tread walkways, including stone stairways.  
 
The $5,000 stream monitoring equipment was replaced through FEMA funding. Jerry 
Henneck with UMD’s Natural Resources Research Institute (NRRI) reinstalled this 
equipment, which provides real-time temperature, stage height, turbidity, flow, and 
conductivity data to the LakeSuperiorStreams.org database.  
 
Bridge locations and connecting trails were altered so the new trail system was re-mapped 
by LSC Civil Technology students. A Civic Engagement class designed and installed a new trail 
entrance sign and way-finding arrows. Building Construction faculty member John Calcaterra 
built the new cedar trail sign holders. 
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The Miller Creek Interpretive Trail is a half-mile route connecting 14 sites of ecological and 
geological interest in the creek valley and surrounding area. Illustrated signposts explain 
features found at each location.  “Our biology, geology and physical education faculty use 
Miller Creek as an outdoor classroom for our students. This trail serves as a community, 
educational and recreational resource, accessible to everyone for fishing and hiking,” said 
LSC Sustainability Coordinator Kristi Heintz. “We appreciate all the volunteer time and 
support from our campus and community.”  
 
LSC is northeastern Minnesota's largest two-year college with a fall semester enrollment of 
approximately 4,500 students. LSC provides a wide range of programs and services, including 
liberal arts and science courses for transfer, technical programs intended to provide 
occupational skills, continuing education, and customized training for business and industry. 
LSC is also a leader in online-delivered courses and programs in Minnesota.  
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